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Noon-12:20 p.m. 
The Allegory of Knowledge in Pedro Calderón de la Barca’s La Vida es Sueño  
Dallas C. Woods  
Faculty Advisor: Jim Al-Shamma, Ph.D. 
 
Playwright Pedro Calderón de la Barca once stated, “Allegory is only a mirror which translates 
what is through what is not; and all its beauty consists in its capacity to bring out so artfully the 
copy’s resemblance to the original that the onlooker will think that he is simultaneously seeing 
both.”  In La Vida es Sueño, Calderón employs this model of allegory to explore concepts related 
to knowledge. The modern audience faces the challenge of reading the works of the Spanish 
playwrights of the Golden Age across linguistic, temporal, and cultural barriers. However, the 
symbolism of shadows that darken the world of his protagonist, Segismundo, is shared across 
time and culture.  Through the dark imagery, symbolism, and allegories utilized by Calderón to 
describe the prison, the beasts, and other elements of this world, the playwright expresses the 
challenges that arise when attempting to establish and confirm truths and reality as forms of 
knowledge. Calderón synthesizes ideologies from the humanistic tradition with those of the 
Catholic Church. Through allegory, he is able to distill a complex exploration of epistemology 
into images accessible to a broad audience that includes both his Spanish contemporaries and the 
modern reader. 
 
12:20-12:40 p.m. 
“Nothing, My Lord”: A Minimalist Approach to Designing Shakespeare’s 
King Lear 
Caroline Nott 
Faculty Advisor: Jessica Mueller, M.F.A. 
 
When asked by her father, King Lear, what she can say to express her love for him, Cordelia 
responds, “Nothing, my lord.” Minimalism is the extreme simplification of form and Cordelia’s 
response is one of pure minimalism. It encompasses all of her love for her father in a purely 
simple form. My objective in this assignment was to design a production of Shakespeare’s King 
Lear in a modern, minimalist style while still maintaining a regard for the historical context of 
the play. Focusing on the starkness of both love and madness, I envisioned a minimal and 
unadorned form to highlight the violence and horror of Shakespeare’s tragedy. Utilizing a scenic 
design of vaulting lines that is bare of ornament and furnishings, this production would use 
dramatic lighting to emphasize scene shifts. In keeping with the minimalist lines of the set, the 
costumes would evoke traditional medieval clothing through silhouette, draping, and geometric 
shapes, while still maintaining a strong, modern profile. 
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12:40-1:10 p.m. 
The Positive Influence of Secondary Arts Education on Higher Education 
Performance 
Caroline Barnard 
Faculty Advisor: Jim Al-Shamma, Ph.D. 
 
With recent budget cuts and additions to the CORE Curriculum, teachers and politicians alike are 
wondering how to properly prepare students for higher education and employment. This study 
looks at the positive effects of arts education during one's secondary years (7th- 12th grade). 
Studies and surveys have shown that arts education benefits the student who is involved for at 
least one or more years during his or her secondary schooling. The benefits occur in areas such 
as leadership, campus involvement, retention, GPA, as well as postgraduate success. This study 
argues that cutting arts education is not the answer, but rather that engaging students in 
consistent arts education has a positive impact.  
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